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My Impression to the
LIPI-JSPS Core University Program in the Field of Wood Science

Since the establishment of LIPI-JSPS Core University Program in the Field of Wood Science and
Technology in 1996, many research activities in the field of wood science and technology have been
carried out in Japan as well as in Indonesia. Both parties had shared great efforts for successful
implementation of the agreement of such cooperative program. Transfer of knowledge and
technology from Japan to Indonesia and changing information among researchers of both parties had
been done through this cooperative program.

Some recognized advantages of this cooperative research program for the Indonesian side are;
A: Human Resource Development

One big target from this cooperative program is human resource development for Indonesian.
Through this program some PhD degree students have been graduated:

1. Dede Hermawan

2. Erman Munir

3. Subyakto

4. Musrizal Muin

5. Yani Sudiyani

Remaining post graduate students are:
1. Nur Rahmawati

2. Rudi Amirta

Remaining Ronpaku fellow:

1. Anita Firmanti

Master degree student:

1. Eka Mulya Alamsyah.

B: The establishment of Indonesian Wood Research Society (IWoRS) in 1996

The establishment of IWoRS was initiated by researchers from universities and related institutes
as members of this cooperative program. Since then, this society has held annual meetings in

Indonesia. Through this program, many Japanese scientist and professors had been invited to address



their speech on the IWoRS annual meeting every year. .In the beginning, the member of IWoRS was
30 scientists but recently has increased to 200 scientists.
C: The establishment of Research and Development Biomaterials Unit — LIPI

One of positive effects of the cooperative program is the establishment of RDBU-LIPI in 2002.
Formerly, the responsible organization for this cooperative program in Indonesia was Laboratory of
Material Composite under Research Center for Applied Physics-LIPI. With the high activities and
products of the laboratory affected by this cooperative program, the Government recommended to

re-organized and changed to RDBU under Deputy of Life Science-LIPI.

In my opinion, it will be more effective process for transferring knowledge and technology as

well as for the changing information for both parties by improving some conditions such as:

1. The goal of this cooperative program closely adjusted to the problem solving of forestry and
forest product condition of Indonesia.

2. Research proposal and activities based on one grand research scenario of which has been
prepared in the long-term cooperative program.

3. Counterpart budget is available for Indonesian host scientist. Any Indonesian counterpart should
propose counterpart budget for strengthen their capacity and accelerate the process in

transferring knowledge and experiences among the scientist members.

The result of cooperation is based on the condition of such relationship, so that mutual

understanding should be maintained of both sides.

Kyoto, January 22, 2003

Dr. Bambang Subiyanto

Leader, Research and Development Biomaterials Unit — LIPI



My Impression for JSPS-LIPI Core University Program

Beginning with the Cooperation Program as a General Exchange System of Japan Society for the
Promotion of Sciences (JSPS) since 1983, the Wood Research Institute Kyoto University and
Research and Development Center for Applied Physics Indonesian Institute of Sciences involved in
the project. Since then, the exchange of scientists and collaboration research between both countries
have been extensively conducted. In addition, some other institutes participated in the program. Now,
over one hundred scientists are in the program.

Personally, I am very lucky being a member of the project ever since. I went to Kyoto for the
first time in winter season in 1984, followed by the occasions, and excluded the four visits for my
Ronpaku Program. During the whole stays, I participated in many seminars, published some papers,
and finally completed my doctoral program in 1993. Among those precious times, I have learned not
only the Japanese development of wood science and technology, but also Japanese culture, its people
and habit, its cuisine, and many more of which I am now familiar with. I traveled around the Japan
from the north to the south, from the west to the east, probably much more than some Japanese
themselves.....

All of these things were possible by the JSPS program. I hope this program will widely open the
benefit as well as the opportunities for all members.

It has been so kind in so many ways that I wish there were better word than "thanks" to express

my appreciation for JSPS for the generous opportunities I have during the program.

Dr. Myrtha Karina

Senior Researcher, Research Center for Physics, LIPI



My Impression on Two Books Received from JSPS

I have received two books from JSPS with titles of: “ASTM Fire Test Standards”
and “Timber Decay in Buildings”. I think these books are very valuable for my institute
and especially for my research. We need this kind of new books from JSPS, because we
have very limited budget to buy books. Hopefully these books will be used widely by
researchers in my institute as well as researchers and people from other institutes. The
ASTM Fire Test Standards covers analysis and assessment for the fire performance of
materials, products, and systems. This book is a technical resource for fire research
community, laboratories and building officials. The second book deals with issues
relating to timber decay. It presents the facts and explores timber decay problems. The

new methods to reduce damage to buildings by timber treatments are introduced.

Dr. Subyakto

Senior Researcher, Research and Development Biomaterials Unit — LIPI

Impression of the Cooperative Program

This program is useful for us, especially collaborative research and advance study for our staffs,
Faculty of Forestry IPB.

The collaborative research makes us having more experience and joining publication among the
researchers, and for me it makes more useful because of joining work.

I do hope you will continue our collaborative research with our faculty.

Dr. Yusuf Sudo Hadi, Professor
Dean of Faculty of Forestry IPB
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Encouragement of Research by Books Founded by Program

I wish there were a better word than "thanks" to express our appreciation for the book of
Polymer Science Dictionary (By Mark ALger, Second Edition, Chapman Hall) funded by JSPS-Core
University Program.

It will be very helpful for all of us here in the laboratory, especially in the case we face
difficulties in Polymer science's term. Even though JSPS-Core University Program is wood science
and technology, but wood is a natural polymer as well. Therefore, the book is a very valuable
present.

I don't have to tell you that [ am sincerely grateful for your help in finding such a good book.

Dr. Myrtha Karina

Senior Researcher, Research Center for Physics, LIPI

Encouragement of Research by Books Founded by Program

I would like to express our sincere thanks for the books supported by the JSPS Core University
Program. All books, four books plus 2 books from the previous period, are registered in our
department library. These books are useful in both research and academic activity in our
department, division of microbiology, faculty of natural science, The University of North Sumatra.

We are very much lucky, because these books are all new edition, relatively new findings in this
field are included in these books. Since we do not have sufficient books in this area (WOOD
Science) here in our university, it is really hope that we have another chance to propose new books
for the new academic year.

At last, we highly appreciate to the JSPS Core University Program for providing us these books.

So much thanks for this time.

Dr. Erman Munir

Lecturer, Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Science, The University of North Sumatra
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