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Preface

The most important and urgent issue of human beings in the 21st century is to understand and predict changes of the global environment due to both natural and anthropogenic origins.  The earth's natural environment is sustained and controled by atmospheric and oceanic circulation, which interacts with geographical and ecological conditions of the earth's surface.  The Indonesian Archipelago induces and controls the present atmospheric and oceanic circulations.  Furthermore, rapid growth of cultivation and industrialization in the area  induces an innegligible anthropogenic impact on the earth's climate.  However, observational studies on atmospheric dynamics and chemistry of this region are quite rudimentary, mainly because there are no continuous reliable database of climatological and meteorological parameters. 


The Indonesian Archipelago is the most important area that maintain and change the climate on the earth.However, meteorology and climatology over the Indonesian maritime continent are quite rudimentary. Observations by modern techniques must be promoted in this area.   Meteorological observations in this area were started two centuries ago and more than two thousand stations existed one hundred years ago.  However, the data have not been freely available nor collected in a digital database for a long time, which prevents scientific studies of the weather and climate of this area.  Clearly this is also one of the obstacles which must be overcome in order to settle the global environment  issues.  

In addition to the EAR (Equatorial Atmosphere Radar) that has been in operation since June, 2001, JAMSTEC (Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and Technology) of JAXA (Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency) has also installed the WPR (Wind Profiling Radar) over a number of places in Indonesia under  collaborations with BPPT (Agency for the Assesment and Application Technology) called the HARIMAU (Hydrometeorological  ARray for ISV-Monsoon AUtomonitoring) since March, 2007.


To share our experiences in working on those projects, LAPAN (National Institute of  Aeronautics and Space) in collaboration with RISH (Research Institute for Sustainable Humanosphere) of Kyoto University, Japan organize a workshop on “Ground-based Atmosphere Observation Network in Equatorial Asia” : The Asia-Africa Science Platform Program (AA-SPP) of JSPS that will be held on the 2nd-3rd March, 2009 at LAPAN in  Bandung.   
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