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Small-Class Education Seminar (Pocket Seminar),

Extended Curriculum Group

Why Don't You Look at a Volcanic Eruption?
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Volcanoes are “windows” through which you can see
the inside of the earth. This Pocket Seminar provides an
opportunity for students to learn about volcanoes, mainly
through field observation carried out during summer
vacation, and to feel the dynamism of the activities
within the earth.

The target of observation is Mt. Aso. Inside the Aso
caldera is the Aso Volcanological Laboratory of the
Institute for Geothermal Sciences, Graduate School of
Science at Kyoto University. This is the first university-
affiliated volcano observation facility in Japan. Kyoto
University has education and research facilities not
only in Kyoto, but also many other parts of Japan from
Hokkaido in the north to Yakushima Island in the south.
Now that you have enrolled at Kyoto University, you must
take advantage of everything it has to offer and use these
facilities that the university boasts as its selling points.
To fully use the observation facility, students stay at the
facility for observations made in summer. Constructed
in 1929, the structure has been registered as a tangible
cultural asset in recognition of its unique design and
other characteristics. In FY 2013, earthquake retrofitting
and functional enhancement work was completed, so
despite its retro appearance, the inside of the structure
serves as a safe and comfortable base for observation
activities.

With due attention to the conditions of volcanic activity,
observation is performed within 2 km from the crater.
This is clearly front line observation. The data obtained
there are a message sent out by the volcano. Students
will listen to such a message modestly, analyze the
context, and explore the volcano's real situation, thereby
experiencing one of the pleasures of research.

Please always bear in mind that although a volcanic
eruption is a dynamic and amazing natural phenomenon,
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